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" It is a self-evident proposition that science does
far more reverence to God in thus ascribing to Him
such a power and such an intelligence, than does
superstition in believing Him to labour under the
necessity of supplementing His work by special
creations and miraculous interventions.

" That the triumphs of science in this direction
have been many and important, no one will deny.
That it has been opposed at every step in its
progress by theological dogmatism is current history.
The reason is obvious. When science first declared
its independence, it was denounced as atheistic, and
it was persecuted accordingly. So great was the
antagonism at first that it was tacitly understood
for a long time that science was opposed to religion;
and it was many years before anyone seriously
thought that there could be any harmonious relation
between them.

" Gradually, however, it has dawned upon the
contesting parties that the conflict is not between
science and religion, but between science and
theological dogmatism. With this understanding,
the relation of science to the Church, has, within a
few years, undergone a decided change.

" The great body of the intelligent members of
the Church no longer hold themselves in antagonism
to the essential claims of science; and science no
longer disputes the essential tenets of the Christian
religion. One by one the points have been yielded,
until there are but few essential features of difference
in dispute/'

Even if the Church were possessed of a complete
Bible, with all the inaccuracies of translation
eliminated, it would be only in a slightly better
position than it is to-day, for the simple reason that
the training of the clergy does not provide for their
education in the very alphabet of their own doctrine.